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their own ; while from this parent city, whose
splendour and magnificence was unrivalled, and
the wealth of whose merchants equalled that of
the kings of other lands, colonies went .forth to
become themselves kingdoms from the same
sources of power/' *
The people of this " crowning city," as the
prophet calls it, " whose merchants were princes,
whose traffickers were the honourable of the
earth t," were seemingly as alive to the love of
liberty and independence as the possessors of the
poorest rock in the ocean could have been ; for
one can scarcely conceive any other feeling to
have prompted so daring a resistance as that
which they offered to the career of Alexander's
victories, when they closed the gates of their
sea-girt fortress, and bade defiance to the con-
quering phalanxes which subsequently subdued
the largest armies and over-ran the finest portions
of the habitable globe. The love of liberty, it
has been observed, will often animate the com-
mon bosom with superior energy; and, in a
frenzy for their freedom, men of ordinary
capacities are frequently' expanded into heroes.
The numbers of the besieged who fell in the
resistance offered to the Macedonian are esti-
* Vincent's Periplus of th&Eryth. Sea, vol ii. p. 527*
f Isaiah, c. xiiii. v. 8.